
 

  

Despite the uncertainty in the world due to COVID-19, we are ever thankful for the warm, 

dry weather we have had since reopening. It has enabled us to fully utilise our outside 

space at Stickleberries and ensure social distancing can be adhered to, while still having lots 

of fun! 

As restrictions continue to ease and we begin to resume a new form of normality, we have 

a few updates we would like to share. Please read this newsletter in its entirety, as it 

contains important information. 

Staff Changes/ Updates 

• Claire had her baby daughter on 6th May, Letticia Elizabeth James, born at 17.23 weighing 5lb 4oz. Both mum and baby are doing well. 

Many congratulations to the James Family! 

• Ami has completed her Ba Hons in Early Childhood Studies, graduating in June. We couldn’t be more proud of her. Congratulations Ami! 

Your hard work and dedication paid off! On top of that, we would like to announce that Ami is our new Manager of Stickleberries. 

Double congratulations, Ami! 

• Unfortunately, Faye who was due to join us during lockdown, has since found another job elsewhere. We wish her all the very best. 

• Ange is currently recovering from surgery and won’t be re-joining the Stickleberries team just yet. But we wish her a speedy recovery 

and look forward to her re-joining us as soon as she is able. 

• Kaila will soon be expecting the arrival of her baby boy on 17th September, so is now on maternity leave. We will keep you updated 

when baby arrives! 

Appropriate Clothing 
With the weather now warm and sunny, please can we ask that parents ensure they provide their children with appropriate clothing for the 
season. We take the children outside in all weathers; therefore, it is vital that children have appropriate attire to ensure they do not miss out. 
We have made a checklist as follows: 

• A sun hat  

• Changes of clothes (include plenty of pants and bottoms if potty training.)  

• Sun cream to be kept at nursery 

• Spare clothing to change into for wet/water play outside. 

• Parents of babies and pre walkers: Although we understand babies do not necessarily need proper shoes at this age, please can we ask 
that you supply some form of footwear for your child to wear outside that is waterproof.  

**IMPORTANT ** 30 Hours Funding for our preschool children starting in September: If you wish to use 30 hours funding for your child in 

September, we need your eligibility codes NOW. We also need to know if you wish you spread your funding throughout the year or term time 

only. Please contact us as soon as possible with this information. 

For those that already received 30 hours funding, please ensure you reconfirm your child’s eligibility every three months. You will receive an email 

reminder to do this from HMRC approximately four weeks before your eligibility is due to expire, sometimes these emails go into your junk folder, 

please ensure you check this. If you are unsure, you can check the date you need to re-confirm and carry out the reconfirmation by logging onto 

your Childcare Services Account (which you created when you applied for the 30 hours code). Clicking on the blue reconfirmation link will take 

you a to the section where you can reconfirm and if your circumstances haven’t changed then this is a very quick and simple process. If you have 

any changes, you will need to amend the relevant details and resubmit the new details. 

Tax-Free Childcare:  Many of you may be eligible for Tax Free Childcare, to check your eligibility, you can go to https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-

childcare. This is available, from birth to 18 years of age, and in addition to 30 hours funding if you are eligible for both. 

Uniform: If your child attends our preschool already or is due to start in September, it is compulsory that they wear our branded uniform. We 

have a limited supply of second hand uniform available in return for a donation towards resources. Please can we ask that all children have 

obtained uniform ready for when we return/start in September. Delivery can take a couple of weeks, so it would be advantageous to order 

sooner rather than later. To purchase uniform, you can do so at www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/Stickleberriespreschool 

Uniform consists of a Stickleberries Polo top and Stickleberries Jumper or Cardigan. Children can wear their own bottoms such as joggers etc. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

1st August     Preschool Walk-by 

Graduation 

7th September Capers setting 

reopens  
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Name labels: Please can we ask (BEG!) for parents to label their children’s belongings. This includes clothing, footwear, bags and bottles etc. This 

not only avoids losses and mix ups, but also assists our staff. You can purchase labels via www.mynametags.co.uk and use the code 83250, which 

generates funds for the nursery. 

Drinks bottles: Please can you ensure that your child brings a named drinks/ milk bottle to nursery every day that they attend. Bottles MUST be 

labelled. As you can imagine, many children have identical drinks bottles and it is easy for them to become mixed up when they are not named. 

Funding for preschool graduates in September: Having received confirmation from the Council, even if schools do not reopen immediately in 

September, we will not be able to claim funding for school age children for the interim period. If your child’s school does not reopen straight away 

in September, we can continue to offer childcare, however this would be charged at our usual hourly rate.  

Illness: More-so than ever, we must remain highly vigilant in terms of illness. If your child is unwell with a temperature or cough, they MUST not 

attend nursery. Any children displaying such symptoms on arrival will be refused entry and told to obtain a test for COVID-19. Children displaying 

symptoms will not be able to return to nursery until test results are proven to be clear. If your child begins to display symptoms while in our care, 

we will contact you immediately to collect your child. Please let us know if you have updated your telephone number or other contact details, to 

ensure we are able to contact you. 

 

Wet bags: In  our attempt to be more eco-friendly, we are asking all parents to please provide a reusable waterproof wet bag. This will allow us to 

send home dirty/wet clothing without the need to use non-recyclable nappy sacks, which end up in land fill. These can be cheaply purchased on 

eBay.  We would like to thank all of you that have already purchased wet bags, it really does make a huge difference. 

Packed Lunches: As you are aware, we do not have the facility to refrigerate your child’s packed lunch. Therefore, to keep it fresh, please can we 

ask that parents include an ice pack in their child’s lunchbox. Please can we also remind parents that we support Healthy Eating and therefore will 

not allow your child to have items such as chocolate or sweets. Items containing nuts are also strictly prohibited. 

As we now provide our own hot lunch option, we will not be able to reheat packed lunches apart from baby food. So please ensure you pack items 

that can be eaten cold.  

 

Apetito Price Increase: If you wish for your child to receive a hot lunch, you can opt for us to provide this, along with dessert, at a revised cost of 

£2.75 per meal. This increase is in line with the price increases made by Apetito. Hot lunches must be ordered 2 weeks in advance.   

IMPORTANT : If you book additional sessions but usually have a hot lunch provided by nursery, please note that we cannot provide hot lunches for 

these sessions. You will need to provide a packed lunch for your child on these days. 

Daily Charge for Snack and Resources: Beginning from 7th September, we will be implementing a daily charge of 75p per child, per 

day that they attend, towards snacks and resources. We appreciate that this is an additional expense, however given that we do not 

charge for holidays, offer flexible bookings unlike any other nursery and do not charge a retainer, we feel this small contribution is 

necessary going forward. This charge will apply to all children, including funded children. We appreciate your understanding in this 

decision and rest assured it is not a decision we have come to lightly. 

P.E Kit for Preschool Children: If your child will be going to primary school next September, please can we ask that your child brings 

into preschool a named drawstring PE bag containing plimsolls, shorts and a T shirt. These do not need to be branded and are to be 

kept at preschool on your child’s peg. As part of school readiness programme, we will practise with your child getting changed 

unaided, so they will be confident in doing this when they start school. 

Please allow us to also take this opportunity to thank you as parents for your patience, understanding and consideration during 

these past months. We have done our very best to keep you updated throughout, despite the ever-changing guidance.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to offer heartfelt thanks to our Capers and Stickleberries staff. For their flexibility and 

patience and for maintaining their sense of humour despite these troubled times. We are fortunate to have such a dedicated 

workforce and are proud of each and every one of them for their forbearing attitude throughout. 
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