
 

 

Spring Newlsetter 

Dates for your Diary 

15th & 18th April           Bank Holiday 

11th – 22nd April        Easter Holidays 

10th May             Concept Photography 

23rd July                Summer Hols Begin 

15th – 19th August No funding  

 

 

 

Snack and resource charge We have recently had a few queries regarding the 75p per day snack and resource fee, that was implemented back in 

2021. This fee is for not only healthy snacks provided throughout the day, but also serves as a contribution towards resources and activities. 

Even if you choose to provide your child with a snack, this fee will still apply, to all children, irrespective of funding. 

 

Spring is here! It feels like such a long time since we sent out a newsletter to our lovely families. 

Firstly, welcome to all the new families that have recently joined us, we hope your child(ren) are 

settling in well. 

It feels great to be seeing the light at the end of the tunnel after 2 years of Covid restrictions, and 

we are looking forward to embracing the new ‘normal’ that summer will bring. 

Please read this newsletter in its entirety as it contains a number of important updates. 

P 
Additional sessions We pride ourselves on offering flexibility to our parents and usually do our best to accommodate last minute changes, when 

you might need childcare at short notice. Due to our limited staffing at present, we will not be able to offer any additional sessions for the time 

being. We will of course let you know as soon as the situation changes and apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Reminder: For the time being, although covid restrictions have been lifted, as a precautionary measure, we will continue to operate our system 

where children are to be dropped off and collected from the main door. We cannot wait to start welcoming parents into the building again, but 

for the time being, with local covid rates still so high, we want to avoid any potential risk of exposure to our staff and your little ones. Please be 

understanding with our staff if they do not allow you to enter the building. 

Outdoor Adventure 
Our pre-schoolers have been having a smashing time taking part in our outdoor adventure sessions! They have been busy preparing the ground to 
begin planting vegetables! They have also been on colour scavenger hunts and their favourite…. Hunting for the Gruffalo!  

Appropriate Clothing 
With the weather being very hot and cold now, can we ask that parents ensure they provide their children with appropriate attire for both warm, 
wet, and cooler weather. We have made a checklist as follows: 

• Plenty of changes of clothes (include plenty of pants and bottoms if potty training as we have limited spares.)  

• Please continue to send your child with a coat/jacket. 

• Wellies and a puddle suit for wet days. These can remain at nursery. 

• A sun hat and labelled sun cream (sun cream to be kept at nursery if possible). 

• Parents of babies and pre walkers: Although we understand babies do not necessarily need hard-soled shoes at this age, please can we 
ask that you supply some form of footwear/covering for your child to wear outside that is waterproof.  

Uniform:  If your child attends our preschool, it is compulsory that they wear our branded uniform. We have a limited supply of second hand 

uniform available in return for a donation towards resources. If you have not purchased uniform yet, you can do so at: 

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/stickleberriesdaynursery 

Uniform consists of a Stickleberries t-shirt/polo shirt and Stickleberries Jumper, fleece or Cardigan. Children can wear their own bottoms such as 

joggers etc. 

P.E Kit for Preschool Children: If your child will be going to primary school in September, please can we ask that after the Easter break, your child 

brings into preschool a named drawstring PE bag containing plimsolls/trainers, shorts, and a T shirt. These do not need to be branded and are to 

be kept at preschool on your child’s peg. As part of our school readiness programme, we will practise getting changed unaided, so your child will 

be confident doing this when they start school.  

Schools in September: Again, if your child is starting school in September, you will shortly be finding out school place allocations. As soon as you 

know, please can you let your child’s key worker know, so that we can form links with the school directly. 

Price increase: We told you back in January that we would be reviewing our pricing in April. We have now reached the unavoidable point where 

we must increase our prices to ensure your child continues to receive the best care possible, while also paying our staff fairly. Please be mindful 

that we do not charge a retainer, you only pay for the sessions you book. We do not charge for bank holidays when we are closed. We also do not 

charge a registration fee/deposit and offer a flexible booking pattern that you will not find elsewhere.  

Our rates will be increasing across all bands by 25p per hour, from 2nd May 2022, as follows: 

Blueberries/ Babies: £5.25 per hour 

Raspberries/Toddlers: £5.00 per hour 

Strawberries/ Preschool/ Afterschool/Holiday Club: £4.70 

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/stickleberriesdaynursery


 
 
 

Late Fees Back in January, we emailed all parents and advised that we would be more vigilant going forward when it comes to late 

payments and late submissions. This not a decision that we have come to lightly, but unfortunately, a decision we were forced to make due 

to a significant rise in late submissions and payments.  

If your booking form is submitted after the specified deadline, a £10 fee per child will be applied to your next bill. With invoices, a minimum 

payment of 50% of the total balance is expected on the first payment date on your invoice, with the remainder expected on the second 

date. Of course, if you wish to pay your bill in its entirety on the first payment date, you can do this without penalty. If 50% of the bill is not 

received on the first payment date, a £5 per day late fee will be applied until 50% is received. If the 50% is not received by the second 

payment date, then the daily rate will increase to £10 per day, £5 for each unpaid balance. We will always issue reminders for due dates, 

usually via email and on our Facebook group for parents. If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please get in touch before your bill 

becomes overdue, and we will do out best to assist you. 

Illness: Despite the relaxation in Covid restrictions, we must remain highly vigilant in terms of illness. If your child is unwell with a 

temperature or cough, they MUST not attend nursery. Any children displaying such symptoms on arrival will be refused entry. Despite 

repeated reminders, children are still coming to Nursery having been given Calpol. If your child is unwell enough to require Calpol, the best 

place for them is at home. Please also remember that children must stay at home for 48 hours from the last incident of sickness/ diarrhoea 

before coming back to Nursery. 

Name labels: Please can we ask for parents to label their children’s belongings. This not only avoids losses and mix ups, but also assists our 

staff. You can purchase labels via www.mynametags.co.uk and use the code 83250, which generates funds for the nursery.  

Wet bags: In our attempt to be more eco-friendly, we are asking all parents to please provide a reusable waterproof wet bag. This will allow 

us to send home dirty/wet clothing without the need to use non-recyclable nappy sacks, which end up in land fill. These can be cheaply 

purchased on eBay.  We would like to thank all of you that have already purchased wet bags, it really does make a huge difference. 

Packed Lunches: As you are aware, we do not have the facility to refrigerate your child’s packed lunch. Therefore, to keep it fresh, please 

can we ask that parents include an ice pack in their child’s lunchbox. Please can we also remind parents that we support Healthy Eating and 

therefore will not allow your child to have items such as chocolate or sweets. Items containing nuts are also strictly prohibited. 

As we provide our own hot lunch option, we will not be able to reheat packed lunches (apart from baby food). Please ensure you pack 

items that can be eaten cold.  

Drinks bottles: Please can you ensure that your child brings a named drinks/ milk bottle to nursery every day that they attend. Bottles 

MUST be labelled. As you can imagine, many children have identical drinks bottles and it is easy for them to become mixed up when they 

are not named. 

**IMPORTANT ** 30 Hours Funding  

For those that already received 30 hours funding, please ensure you reconfirm your child’s eligibility every three months. You will receive 

an email reminder to do this from HMRC approximately four weeks before your eligibility is due to expire, sometimes these emails go into 

your junk folder, so be sure to check regularly. If you are unsure, you can check the date you need to re-confirm and complete the 

reconfirmation by logging onto your Childcare Services Account (which you created when you applied for the 30 hours code). Clicking on 

the blue reconfirmation link will take you a to the section where you can reconfirm and if your circumstances have not changed then this is 

a very quick and simple process. If you have any changes, you will need to amend the relevant details and resubmit the new details. 

Tax-Free Childcare:  Many of you may be eligible for Tax Free Childcare, to check your eligibility, you can go to https://www.gov.uk/tax-

free-childcare. This is available, from birth to 18 years of age, and in addition to 30 hours funding if you are eligible for both. 

As always, we thank you for your continued support and understanding as we come out the other side of covid. Where many 

childcare settings have been forced to close, we have ploughed forward and are still here, thanks to our dedicated staff and our 

extended Stickleberries family, you as parents. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

As you will all now know, our beloved Ange has recently been diagnosed with Motor 

Neurone Disease. Her sons have set up a GoFundMe page to allow them to raise funds to 

allow Ange to enjoy some memorable experiences together. 

If anyone would like to donate, please use the link: https://gofund.me/686fa20e 

You can also attend the Family Fun Day event, which is also advertised on our Facebook 

page. 
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