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Spring is here (along with lots of rain!). Daffodils are in bloom and the first 
signs of blossom are starting to appear. As the days get lighter, warmer and 
drier, we are focusing more on our outdoor space. I am sure you will be 
thrilled with the new additions, improvements and projects going on. There are 
lots of pictures and updates on our Facebook page. Go take a look! 

 Dates for your diary: 

 
15th April        Parent Forum 
                                     5.50pm 

 

8th–23rd April Easter Hols 

8th May   Photographer visit.  

9-11.30am (siblings 
welcome to attend 
for joint photo’s) 
 

20th May       Stay and Play       

10.30am – 11.30am 
 

27th-31st May Half Term 

 
15th June       Summer Fete 
 
23rd July-    Summer Holidays 

Sept 3rd 

 
 

15th June Summer Fete 

 

 

Portia Maternity Leave  
You will no doubt have noticed that our Director, 
Portia is now sporting a rather impressive bump! She 
will be commencing her Maternity leave in May but will 

still be replying to emails. We ask that you be patient 
and if you have any urgent queries, to call and speak 
directly to your child’s room. Our Deputy, Amy Marsh 
will be acting manager in Portia’s absence. 

Additional Sessions/ Reporting Absence 
If you are running late, wish to book additional 
sessions or have any queries, please use our auto 

attendant when calling to allow us to transfer you to 
your child’s room. Our office team only work part time 
and therefore messages are not always checked 
every day. 

Ofsted 
As many of you know, we were visited again by 
OFSTED on 13th March. Although the result is still not 
entirely where we want it to be, OFSTED were thrilled 

with the changes we had implemented in the short time 
since their previous visit. They also gave alot of 
positive feedback. They and we are confident that 
with a few more tweaks here and there, we will be on 
track to obtain a ‘Good’ at our next inspection. We will 

be holding a parent forum to discuss the report on 15th 
April at 5.50pm. By then we will know about our future 
funding for 3 and 4 year olds. 

 

 

Appropriate and Spare Clothing 

Now that the weather is improving and the sun is beginning to make an appearance, please can we 
ask that parents ensure that their child has a (named) sun hat and sun cream (to be left at 
Stickleberries) in their bag. As we also need to be prepared for all weather at the moment, please 
ensure your child has a set of waterproofs and wellies, along with plenty of changes of clothes. 

Illness 
In recent weeks we have had to send a number of children home shortly after arrival due to 
illness. Please can we remind parents that if their child is unwell enough to require medicine, be it 

for pain or fever, the best place for them is at home with you. 
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Packed Lunches 
As you are aware, we do not have the facility to refrigerate your child’s packed lunch. Therefore, 
in order to keep it fresh, please can we ask that parents include an ice pack in their child’s 
lunchbox. Please can we also remind parents that we support Healthy Eating and therefore will not 
allow your child to have items such as chocolate. Also, please be reminded that items containing 

nuts are strictly prohibited due to allergies. 

Collecting children 
Despite previous requests, we are still experiencing incidents where parents or carers 
are entering the rooms during pick up and drop off. Although it can be tempting to see what 
your child is up to etc, we find that having multiple adults entering and leaving the room 
during busy periods can be disrupting for the other children. Please can we therefore ask 
that you remain in the foyer and wait for your child to be brought to you. If someone 
collects your child on your behalf, please relay this message, Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
Name labels 
Another reminder for parents to please label all their children’s belongings. This includes clothing, 
footwear, bags and bottles etc. This not only avoids losses and mix ups, but also assists our 
staff. You can purchase labels via www.mynametags.co.uk and use the code 83250, which 
generates funds for the nursery.  
 
30 Hours and Tax Free Childcare 

Please ensure you reconfirm your child’s eligibility for 30 hours funding, every three months. You 
will receive an email reminder to do this from HMRC approximately four weeks before your 
eligibility is due to expire, sometimes these emails go into your junk folder, please ensure you 
check this. If you are unsure, you can check the date you need to re-confirm and carry out the 
reconfirmation by logging onto your Childcare Services Account (which you created when you 
applied for the 30 hours code). Clicking on the blue reconfirmation link will take you a to the section 
where you can reconfirm and if your circumstances haven’t changed then this is a very quick and 
simple process. If you have any changes, you will need to amend the relevant details and resubmit 
the new details. 
Also, many of you may be eligible for Tax Free Childcare, to check your eligibility, you can go to 
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare. This can be claimed for children from birth to 11 years of 
age. 
 
Drinks bottles 

Please can you ensure that your child brings a named drinks/ baby bottle to nursery every day 

that they attend, as we have very limited spares.  

 

http://www.mynametags.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare

